CHAPTER     XIV
POUNDS,  SHILLINGS,  PENCE
barnardo's first public gift was a packet of twenty-seven
farthings. Before his death,, scarcely forty years later, he
had received scores, if not hundreds, of gifts of £1,000 or
more. An examination of his first Balance Sheet shows that
the year's income and expenditure was then just over £200.
Now the Homes5 annual income and expenditure is more
than half a million pounds. And that sum, expressive of the
people's love, is contributed from citizens in every walk of
life throughout the Empire, from King and Queen, who are
patrons of the Homes, to the humblest seamstress and
casual labourer, who reckon it an honour to "do their bit53:
while outside the Empire, from persons of every nation and
clime, come auxiliary gifts—some from ambassadors at
European Courts, some from the grandchildren of cannibals
inhabiting Christianized islands in the Southern Seas.
These facts are symbolic. They suggest, first, the amazing
increase of interest, the world over, in child-rescue endeavour
since Barnardo started his flaming crusade, and, second,
the degree to which his Homes are now revered as a pioneer
and guide in the delicate process of remoulding juvenile
life. But, despite the world-interest manifested to-day in
Barnardo's work, the collecting of more than half a million
pounds a year in voluntary gifts is an achievement; and
well may we ask: "How is it done?"
From the night of that apocalyptic vision, when Jim
Jarvis revealed to the missionary-student the existence of
the "Don't-Live-Nowhere" tribe, Barnardo determined
that "something must be done". Later, under Shaftesbury's
influence, he came to see that East London, not China,
must be the seat of his life's missionary task. Obvious diffi-
culties, however, stood in the way. No Missionary Society
was at hand to finance such work; and whence would come

